
Domestic Violence 
in DELAWARE 

If you are in crisis, contact The National Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-799-SAFE (7233) or www.TheHotline.org. 
 
Please visit the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence’s website at www.ncadv.org for more fact sheets, 
membership information and valuable resources. 

Suggested citation: National Coalition Against Domestic Violence (2016). Domestic violence in Delaware. Retrieved from www.ncadv.org/files/Delaware.pdf. 

 

 

WHAT IS DOMESTIC VIOLENCE? 
Domestic violence is the willful intimidation, physical assault, battery, sexual assault, and/or other abusive behavior 
as part of a systematic pattern of power and control perpetrated by one intimate partner against another. It includes 
physical violence, sexual violence, threats, and emotional abuse. The frequency and severity of domestic violence 
can vary dramatically. 
 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN DELAWARE 
• 34.9% of Delaware women1 and 36.7% of Delaware men2 experience intimate partner physical violence, 

intimate partner sexual violence and/or intimate partner stalking in their lifetimes. 
• In 2012, 27,014 domestic violence incidents were reported in Delaware.3 
• Delaware domestic violence hotlines field an average of 3,684 calls annually.4 
• On a given day, Delaware domestic violence services report that they are unable to meet approximately 30 

requests for services.5 
• From 2003 to 2012, 74 females were victims of homicide in Delaware.  25 of these homicides were the result 

of domestic violence.6 
• 48% of these female homicide victims were murdered with firearms.7 
• As of December 31, 2015, Delaware had not submitted any domestic violence misdemeanor or protective 

order records to the NICS Index.8 
 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
• 1 in 3 women and 1 in 4 men have experienced some form of physical violence by an intimate partner.9 
• On a typical day, domestic violence hotlines receive approximately 21,000 calls, approximately 15 calls every 

minute.10 
• Intimate partner violence accounts for 15% of all violent crime.11 
• Abusers’ access to firearms increases the risk of intimate partner femicide at least five-fold.  When firearms 

have been used in the most severe abuse incident, the risk increases 41-fold.12 
• 72% of all murder-suicides involved an intimate partner; 94% of the victims of these crimes are female.13

 
 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE-RELATED FIREARMS LAWS IN DELAWARE 
• Delaware law prohibits domestic violence misdemeanants from owning firearms for five years after the date of 

conviction, including dating partners.14,15 
• Stalkers are prohibited from owning firearms, because stalking is a felony in Delaware.16 
• Respondents to permanent domestic violence protective orders, including dating abusers, are prohibited from 

owning firearms for the duration of the order.17  Judges may, but are not required to, prohibit respondents to 
temporary protective orders from owning firearms.18 

• Delaware courts may require respondents to protective orders to surrender any firearms in their possession.19 
• Background checks are required for all gun sales and transfers in Delaware.20 
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE-RELATED FIREARMS LAWS IN DELAWARE (continued) 
• Delaware laws can be strengthened to protect victims and survivors by: 

o Extending the five-year misdemeanor prohibition to a lifetime ban; 
o Prohibiting respondents to temporary protective orders from owning firearms (optional under current 

statute); 
o Requiring persons prohibited due to domestic violence misdemeanors and protective orders to 

surrender their firearms; and 
o Requiring law enforcement responding to domestic violence incidents to confiscate firearms. 
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